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»He who will write history of this dreadful days and will refuse all simplification, will have to say 

that the truth about the Spanish war is divided, as are divided her people. On both sides, cruel things do 

occur...," wrote E. Kocbek in the year 1937.1 In Slovenian history textbooks, the Spanish Civil War has a 

notable place where pre-World War 2 matters are discussed, since in that time the attitude towards Spain 

was often directed via tragic opposition between two totalitarisms: communism or fascism. Political 

Catholicism in Slovenia before World War 2 was notably marked by the discourse of the Republican side 

favouring Catholic intellectual and poet Edvard Kocbek "Reflections on Spain/Reflexionando sobre 

España"2 (in the catholic magazine Dom in svet - Home and World, 1937).3 In it, he warned about the 

"tragically divided truth about Spain" and challenged the "bold fascist claim [...] that the civil war in Spain is 

a religious war. The reasons of the horrible conflict in Spain are, in fact, not religious but social."4 The 

attitude towards the war in Spain also affected the connections of various ideological and political groups in 

Slovenia in the years of war from springtime 1941. In the first years after 1945, the Communist political 

government in Yugoslavia was fairly reserved towards the so called 'Spanish Fighters' (volunteers - Fighters 

of International Brigades on the Republican side) - even though some have played an important part in the 

resistance during World War 2, which was controlled by the Communists. Participation of over 570 

Slovenians in International Republican Brigades is thus, e.g., in history textbooks from last decades 

presented in more detail than before. The memories of the Spanish Civil War are marked in a special way by 

the name of a cultural centre in the former workers' suburb of the Slovenian capital, Ljubljana (Kulturni dom 

‘Španski borci’ - Cultural Centre ‘Spanish Fighters’, since 1981).5 There, a collection of documents on the 

Spanish Civil War is kept, which has been digitalized and is available online.6 Several translations of studies 

on the Spanish Civil War are available (E. Hemingway; T. Hugh; P. Broué in É. Témime; G. Orwell),7 while 
 
 

1 KOCBEK, Edvard: »Premišljevanje o Španiji« [Reflections on Spain / Reflexionando sobre España], Dom in svet [Hogar y 
mundo/Home and World], 1-2 (1937), 90‒100; Dom in svet 1-2 (1937/1938), URN:NBN:SI:DOC-AFYJECED from 
http://www.dlib.si, 96. 
2 English translation the introduction of essay: KOCBEK, Edvard: »Reflections on Spain« (Translated by K. COX, K. John), 
Slovene Studies 1-2 (2003), 57-62; research paper: DOLENC, Ervin: »Kocbek's 'Reflection on Spain': An Introduction«, 47-56;   

http://journals.lib.washington.edu/index.php/ssj/issue/view/401,    62. 
3 DOLGAN, Marjan, editor; OGRIN, Matija, editor (electronic edition), Kriza revije Dom in svet leta 1937, Zbornik dokumentov 
[The Crisis of the Magazine 'Dom in svet' in 1937/A Collection of Documents/La crisis de la revista 'Dom in svet' del año 1937. 
Recopilación de documentos], Založba ZRC, Ljubljana 2001; 2010 (electr. Edition),  
http://ezb.ijs.si/fedora/get/ezmono:kdis/VIEW/ 
4 KOCBEK, Edvard: »Reflection on Spain« (Translated by COX, K. John), Slovene Studies 1-2 (2003), 62;   
http://journals.lib.washington.edu/index.php/ssj/issue/view/401 
5 Španski borci [Spanish Fighters] Cultural Centre, Building for cultural events, Ljubljana, arch. Oton Jugovec, 1981,   
http://www.culture.si/en/%C5%A0panski_borci_Culture_Centre 
6 No pasaran! Zbirka dokumentov Združenja bivših španskih borcev [Collection of documents, International Brigade Veterans' 
Association, Ljubljana], edited by NOVAKOVIČ, Andrejka, http://www.kamra.si/Default.aspx?module=5&id=16&lang=eng 
7 HEMINGWAY, Ernest: Komu zvoni [For Whom the Bell Tolls], Cankarjeva založba, Ljubljana 1950. – MALRAUX, André: 
Upanje  [L'espoir], Cankarjeva založba, Ljubljana, 1957, 1984². - HOUGH, Thomas: Španija proti Španiji. Kronika državljanske 
vojne [The Spanish Civil War], Cankarjeva založba, Ljubljana 1969. - BROUÉ, Pierre, TÉMIME, Émile: Španska revolucija in 
državljanska vojna [The Revolution and the Civil War in Spain], Cankarjeva založba, Ljubljana 1986. – BLINKHORN, Martin: 
Demokracija in državljanska vojna v Španiji 1931-1939 [Democracy and Civil War in Spain 1931-1939], Znanstveno in 
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some memoirs of Slovenians have also been published.8 Slovenian historians, too, wrote about the Spanish 

Civil War, as did the authors of the introductions into the translated works on Spain9  and particullary about 

the Yugoslav and Slovenian volunteers in the Spanish Civil War.10 In the year 2010, a four-language 

collection of texts of the symposium Slovenians in the Spanish Civil War was published (»Slovenians in the 

Spanish Civil War/Eslovenos en la Guerra Civil Espagnola«).11
 

 
The history textbooks between school reforms 1958 and the 1980s 

 
The history textbooks were not affected only by the dominating political views and values, as well as 

the familiarity with the subject, but also by the changing school system and curricula. Only the reform in 

1958 established the foundations of a unified 8-year elementary school and 4-year gymnasium and other 

high schools: the themes of the 20th century were taught to the pupils in the last (eight) grade of the 

elementary school and in the last (fourth) grade of the gymnasium. The history textbooks were also affected 

by the high school oriented education after the year 1980 and especially by the transition into a democratic 

society and an independent country in the beginning of the 1990s, also followed by a renewal of history 

teaching. Furthermore, the textbooks from the 1990s onwards also changed in form, became  more 

colourful, attractive and the formerly single obligatory primary school textbook was replaced by a wider 

variety of literature to choose from. Since the eight year elementary school was gradually replaced by the 

nine year programme in the mid-1990s, the history of the 20th century has been taught in the 9th grade. 

The text in history books, which have been used for several decades by the 14 or 15 year old pupils 

before and after the school reform presented the Spanish Civil War with the then normal vocabulary in the 

chapter "Fight of the People Against Fascism and Nazism". The textbook “History for IV grade of lower 

Gymnasium” (1956) was written by three influential Marxist historians (with pedagogic and didactic 

experience, among them a university teacher of modern history). They presented the “Popular Front” 

(Spanish: Frente Popular) as a form of operation of the Communist Party in individual countries and briefly, 

 
publicistično središče, Ljubljana, 1995. - ORWELL, George: Poklon Kataloniji [Homage to Catalonia], Modrijan, Ljubljana 
2009. 
8 BEBLER, Anton, editor: Naši Španci. Zbornik. [Our Spaniards. Collection of papers], Borec, Ljubljana 1978. 
9 MIKUŽ, Metod: Svet med vojnama 1918–1939 [The World Between the Two World Wars], Mladinska knjiga Ljubljana 1966. - 
VODOPIVEC, Peter: »Zgodovinopisje in španska državljanska vojna 1939« [Historiography and the Spanish Civil War] in: 
Broué, P., Témime, É.: Španska revolucija …, 477–486. - VODOPIVEC, Peter: »O Orwellovem 'premišljevanju' o Španiji. 
Spremna beseda« [About Orwell's »Reflection« on Spain. Afterword], in: Orwell, G.: Poklon Kataloniji, 227–248. 
10 LEŠNIK, Avgust: »'Nuestros Españoles'. Donesek k vlogi jugoslovanskih/slovenskih prostovoljcev v španski državljanski vojni 
1936-1939« [Contribution on the Role of Yugoslav/Slovenian Volunteers in the Spanish Civil War 1936-1939], Prispevki za 
novejšo zgodovino [Contributions to the Contemporary History], 2 (2010), 67-108. – The study presents the Spanish volunteers 
from Yugoslavia: in comparison with the 1971 list of 1664 persons, the current list has been expanded to 1927 persons of 
»Yugoslav« origin, 574 of these Slovenians (p. 89),  
http://www.sistory.si/publikacije/prenos/?target=pdf&urn=SISTORY:ID:20534 
11 HOČEVAR, Jože, editor: Slovenci v Španski državljanski vojni/Eslovenos en la Guerra Civil Espagnola/Slovenians in the 
Spanish Civil War, Združenje borcev za vrednote NOB Koper, Koper 2010, http://www.zb-koper.si/dosje/zbornik-spanski- 
borci.pdf 
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in 18 lines, described Spain as well: after winning the elections in 1936 "it started to reshape Spain into the 

homeland of the working people." This was followed by resistance from the Spanish grand bourgeois and a 

rebellion of General Franco, supported with troops and airplanes by Germany and Italy, while France and 

England remained neutral with their politics of non-interference. The Republican was supported by anti- 

fascist International Brigades. The Communist "Parties from all around the world and many other 

democratic movements" sent volunteers in Brigades, among them there were many Yugoslav ones. There is 

not much about the war - the famous Guadalajara battle of the spring 1937 is mentioned, "where the fascists 

suffered a great defeat," the continuation of the war and its end in the springtime of 1939 with the victory of 

General Franco, "supported by all of the world's Reaction." The textbook also describes the retreat of the 

International Brigade fighters across the Pyrenees to France, where they had been disarmed and sent to 

concentration camps, then concludes: "The victorious Spanish Reaction established a horrid fascist terror in 

Spain". The same text as the book from the year 1956 is contained in the textbook History for the 8th Grade 

of Elementary School, used at the very least in the 70s of the 20th century. However, the textbook, due to a 

more modest design, did not contain a photograph of uniformed fighters from "one of the many International 

Brigades in Spain".12
 

The history textbook "History for the 4th Grade of Gymnasium" was, in the middle of the 60s of the 

20th century, written by the same author M. Mikuž, the university teacher of modern history. "The 

unfortunate civil war in Spain" is placed among the major events of its time. Spain saw a conflict of the 

army, loyal to the government (Republicans), supported by many volunteers from all sides of the world 

(Communists and democrats), including those from Yugoslavia, and the "usurpers or Nationalists" on the 

other side, supported by Italy and Germany. "The fighting in the unfortunate country lasted, with changing 

fortunes, until the beginning of April in 1939", when the war ended with the victory of Nationalist forces. 

Among the fighters from the International Brigades - these are also presented with a photo of march a 

military unit - there "were some Yugoslavs". The Spanish Civil War is then presented by the textbook fairly 

in detail from an international perspective, including the influence of the Soviet Union, where this was a 

"period of horrid processes" from August 1936 to the end of 1938.13
 

The history textbooks for high technical, other high and professional schools (1967, 1970), which 

wrote about the number of Yugoslav volunteers on the Republican side (only 1200 are mentioned), 

explained the naming "fifth column" ("fascist Reaction in Madrid”), which is mentioned by the newest 

textbook as well. After the defeat of the Republicans, half a million of people emigrated abroad, most of 
 
 
 
 

 

12 GESTRIN, Ferdo; HAINZ, Jože; MIKUŽ, Metod: Zgodovina za IV. razred nižjih gimnazij, [History for 4th class of lower 
Gimnasiums], Mladinska knjiga, Ljubljana, 1956, 161-162; GESTRIN, Ferdo; HAINZ, Jože; MIKUŽ, Metod: Zgodovina za 
VIII. razred osnovne šole [History for 8th class of Primary School], Mladinska knjiga, Ljubljana, 1963, 139. 
13 MIKUŽ, Metod: Zgodovina za četrti razred gimnazij, [History for IV.th class of Gymnasiums] DZS, Ljubljana, 1967, 70-72. 
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them to Mexico.14 The textbook (1970) describes how the Communist "Parties and many other advanced 

movements worldwide" supported the government forces, "which fought a defensive war against fascism", 

with volunteers. When talking about these volunteers, the textbooks sometimes list of 1500 fighters in 

International Brigades from Yugoslavia,15 and at other times (1972) 1300 Yugoslavs.16 The text in the book 

is engagingly written with very clear orientation: the Spanish people fought against "military conspirators" 

ardently, but the most modern weapons of the fascist countries in 1939 enabled a "victory of the Reaction in 

a horrid civil war."17 An interesting complement to the elementary school textbook was also the Scholastic 

History readers, which was sometimes used in gymnasium classes as well. There, the memory of  a 

Slovenian participant who fought at the battle of Pouzel de Alarcon in the Spanish Civil War was 

published.18 School classes were additionally complemented by a Note-book (1979), related to the Textbook. 

This emphasizes the role of the Communist party of Spain, participation of Yugoslavs and the aid to both 

camps from abroad.19
 

The main authors of the history textbooks up to the beginning of the 1990s (B. Božič, T. Weber) also 

prepared the textbook for the 8th grade of elementary school, “History 8”, which was published in 1973, and 

then in 1991, in its 4th, partly revised version. The subject "Resistance Against Fascism - Popular Front 

Movement" presents "The First Battles of Fascist and Democratic Forces in Spain". Social reforms of the 

Popular Front government were opposed by "all Spanish reaction, from the Catholic church to the 

bourgeois." Spain was divided by military conflict into the Republican camp with international volunteers 

and the Nationalist camp. The text of the school book is followed by revision questions. The Spanish 

fighters of the International Brigades (volunteers) have become a more notable part of the content of this 

subject. Along with mentioning "around 1500 Yugoslav volunteers, among whom there were over 500 

Slovenians" the history textbook points out their later military role in the very beginnings of the partisan 

movement in Slovenia in the year 1941 and during the Second World War.20
 

From 1980, with the school reform, the pupils got new textbooks too. The history of the 20th century 

was taught with a textbook by three authors “Modern History (History 2)”, which presented the Spanish 

subject in high detail: when talking about the election victory of the Popular Front in February of 1936, the 
 
 

14 URANKAR, Pavle; ŠUMI, Janez: Zgodovina za srednje tehniške in druge srednje šole [History for tehnical and other 
secondary schools], Ljubljana, Dopisna delavska univerza, 1970, 107-108. 
15 TITL, Julij: Zgodovina za poklicne šole [History for vocational schools] DZS, Ljubljana, 1970, 83-84. 
16 BOŽIČ, Branko; TROJAR, Štefan: Zgodovina za tehniške šole, [History for tehnical schools], DZS, Ljubljana 1972, 193. 
17 BOŽIČ, Branko; TROJAR, Štefan: Zgodovina za tehniške šole, [History for tehnical schools], DZS, Ljubljana 1972, 193,198; 
- BOŽIČ, Branko; TROJAR, Štefan: Zgodovina za tehniške šole [History for tehnical schools], DZS, Ljubljana 1980, 184, 188. 
18 ZADNIK, Štefka; KRIŽNAR, Ivan: Zgodovinska čitanka za osmi razred …, [A Reader in History for 8th class …], DZS, 
Ljubljana, 1973, 33-35. 
19 WEBER, Tomaž, Zgodovina 8: delovni zvezek za 8. razred osnovne šole [History 8: Note-book for 8th class of primary 
school], DZS, Ljubljana, 1979, 14. 
20 BOŽIČ, Branko; WEBER, Tomaž: Zgodovina 8 [History 8] (4th partially revised edition), DZS, Ljubljana 1991, 43-44. 
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support of anarchists is mentioned too. The uprising against the legitimate government was "justified by the 

generals with the pretence, that they are defending the national values of Spain from socialism, communism 

and atheism, which is supported by the government". The textbook puts special emphasis on the fact that the 

Republican part of Spain, during the war, also saw a "social, even socialist revolution" take place, with an 

important role of the revolutionary socialist and anarchist syndicate boards. This spontaneous socialist 

revolution was an "actual variation of the Bolshevik October revolution". Republican forces "suppressed the 

revolutionary drive of Spanish working masses" in the spring of 1937, which is presented among the 

political errors of the Comintern and the Communist party of Spain. The defeat of Republicans was also 

influenced by the division within the Republican side. The subject ends with encouragement to high school 

pupils with more than 12 questions.21
 

In a slightly newer high school textbook of the first two authors (B. Božič, T. Weber, History 2, 

1986), this time is presented with special emphasis, but in a more compact manner, with Spain 1936-39 on 

two pages. The textbook contains two photos with captions; one features General Franco, and the other the 

fighters of the Djuro Djaković Battalion in Spain as an example of 1500 Yugoslav members of the 

International Brigades. At the end of the text, the textbook suggests that the student reads the writings from a 

"Collection of Historical Sources" on the Spanish Civil War and use the textbooks on it to evaluate the 

participation of Yugoslavs.22
 

 
 

Textbooks in the 1990s 
 

In the 1990s, social and political changes affected school as well. There was not a single history 

textbook for each grade but, instead, a variety of choices and competition among publishers. This variety 

was coupled with a richer form with colour print. Thus, the publishing house DZS prepared an attractive 

textbook for the 8th grade of elementary school named “20th Century” (1993). Our subject is, in various 

levels of detail, presented on two pages in the chapter "Endangering of World Peace 1931-1939". The 

intervention of Soviet Union in the operation of the Popular Front in Spain is mentioned, as well as the 

parliamentary victory of the Popular Front and the reforms, the coup and a "bloody civil war", which ended 

with the win of the nationalist General Franco. This victory came due to the German and Italian aid (for the 

first time in history, systematic bombing of entire cities occurred) and the discipline in the army - these 

history textbooks are the first to address the subject, as well as emphasizing the civilian casualties, 

participation of women in the war on the Republican side and the Slovenian Josip Križaj, a pilot in the 

Republican Army, who was shot down by the Italian pilots in October 1936. The units on the Republican 
 

 

21 BOŽIČ, Branko; WEBER, Tomaž, PRUNK, Janko:  Srednje usmerjeno izobraževanje, Novejša zgodovina –Zgodovina 2 
[Directed secondary education, Contemporary history - History 2], DZS, Ljubljana, 1980, 51-63. 
22 BOŽIČ, Branko; WEBER, Tomaž: Srednje izobraževanje: skupna vzgojnoizobrazbena osnova: Zgodovina 2 [Secondary 
education: Common general education part, History 2], DZS, Ljubljana, 1986, 83-84. 



8th class of primary school], Modrijan, Ljubljana 1997 (1st edition), 63-64. 
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side are listed as including around 1600 volunteers from Yugoslavia (500 from Slovenia). Along with a 

photo of an airplane, the text on Spain is also equipped with pictures of Salvador Dalí (whereby the 

Republican favouring poet Lorca, philosopher M. Unamuno, writer Hemingway and painter Picasso with 

Guernica are listed) and one of the participants in the war.23
 

Slovenian eight graders could use from the year 1997 on, the primary school textbook “Our 

Century”. The Spanish Civil War is described on two illustrated pages under the chapter "On the Path 

Towards World War 2". Graphically, the subject is equipped with a picture of respite during the fighting in 

Barcelona (1936) with two armed women in the foreground, the Picasso painting Guernica (1937), depicting 

the fascist bombardment of the city and a photo of the monument to the victory of General Franco, who 

remained in power until his death in 1975. The text presents the key elements starting with the coalition of 

the Popular Front and social reforms and proceeding to the military coup against the Republican government 

in 1936. When talking about the German and Italian support for the usurpers, a testing of weapons and 

bombardment of cities stand out, while, in terms of the aid of the Soviet Union, its direct interventions into 

purely Spanish matters as well as the increase in the power of communists, who "demanded the carrying out 

of a revolution" are emphasized. There is a mentioning of disagreements within the Republican government, 

which influenced the defeat of the Republican Army in the spring of 1939. The neutrality of democratic 

Europe, too, is presented, and the aid to the Republican side provided by 30.000 volunteers in the 

International Brigades, "among whom about 500 Slovenians."24 The textbook was also released for students 

with impaired eyesight and minorities schools. 

An alternative history textbook by three authors E. Dolenc, A. Gabrič, M. Rode "Steps in Time: 20th 

Century" (1997) features a part of Picasso's painting Guernica on its cover. Spain is introduced to the 

students with the topic "Crisis of Democracy" (after World War 1), while more about it is written in the 

chapter about the 1930s. Students, with the aid of a map of Europe and two illustrations (Guernica, General 

Franco), follow the Popular Front Movement and developments in Spain, which, after eight years of 

dictatorship, became a democratic Republic in 1931. The Popular Front, after its victory in 1936, introduced 

reforms in favour of the working people, which limited industrials, major landowners (including the Church) 

and the army, which triggered a military uprising. The role of western countries, Soviet Union and a number 

of members of the International Brigades, including the Slovenian participation, are presented. For Germany 

and Italy, the Spanish Civil War was a weapon testing polygon, while the bombing of the Basque city 

Guernica was a large scale massacre of civilian population. The text mentions divisions within the Popular 

Front, "because the Communists attempted to carry out a revolution along with the defence of the Republic". 

The  textbook  emphasizes,  that  the  Spanish  Civil  War  saw  a  majority  of  European  political  parties, 
 

23 NEŠOVIĆ, Branimir, PRUNK, Janko:  20. stoletje, Zgodovina za 8. razred osnovne šole [20th Century, History for 8th class of 
primary school], DZS, Ljubljana 1993, 2nd edition, 50-51. 
24 KERN Ana Nuša, NEĆAK, Dušan, REPE, Božo: Naše stoletje: zgodovina za 8. razred osnovne šole [Our Century: History for 
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movements and organisations side with either one or the other of the fighting factions, which is also 

important for events in Slovenia. Trust in democracy was shaken, while the people were "than ever more 

divided between two extremes: is the larger danger represented by communism or fascism." The subject is 

concluded with the victory of General Franco in the springtime of 1939 and the information, that fascism in 

Spain survived until his death in 1975. During the new terms, the textbook introduces students to the term 

"fifth column" in the case of the conquering of Madrid as operations that benefit an external enemy.25 A very 

similar text is used in the gymnasium textbooks of the same two authors.26 High school textbooks27 would 

deserve a more detailed analysis, but in short, let us mention their approach, which, regarding the 

curriculum, it is at first similar, then limited to the main emphasises of the Spanish Civil War. This is 

presented as a part of events before World War 2 and points to the role of intellectuals when discussing the 

subject of ideological division. The Spanish Civil War is, with some domestic and international emphasises, 

presented in the historical sources (manuals for teachers and students) "Twentieth Century in Historical 

Sources, Words and Pictures" (1997)28 and school history atlases, more in detail in the newer ones. 

A renewed primary school textbook “Steps in Time 9” (2013) by four authors presents the rise of 

totalitarianism, including the Spanish Civil War. This is presented in a short text, in a bit over 20 lines with a 

single photograph (Guernica) and the caption on the 1937 bombardment. However, the text is well thought 

out, fairly simple and rich in content. The Popular Front is presented in detail (including the anarchists), its 

victory at the elections, the uprising of the army and help from abroad (among that, the 500 Slovenian 

volunteers in the International Brigades), as well as the victory of Franco and fascism until 1975. The 

subject is concluded by the attitude of movements and people in Europe, the question on the dangers of 

communism or fascism. The glossary by the text also explains the term "anarchism".29
 

Conclusion 
 

In the analysis of the divisions before World War 2, the subject of the Spanish Civil War found an 

important place in the history textbooks in Slovenia both before 1990 in the times of Yugoslavia, as well as 
 

25 DOLENC, Ervin; GABRIČ, Aleš; RODE, Marjan: Koraki v času. 20. stoletje: zgodovina za 8. razred osemletke in 9. razred 
devetletke [Steps in time: 20 century: History text book for 8th class of eight-year primary school and for 9th class of nine-year 
primary schol], DZS, Ljubljana, 2002, 35-36, 47-49. 
26 DOLENC, Ervin; GABRIČ, Aleš: Zgodovina 4: učbenik za 4. letnik gimnazij [History 4, text book for 4th grades of 
Gymnasiums], DZS, Ljubljana 2002, 51, 55, 60-61. 
27 REPE, Božo: Naša doba: oris zgodovine 20. stoletja: učbenik za 4. razred gimnazije [Our Era-History of 20th Century, Text  
book for 4th grades of Gymnasiums/secondary schools], DZS, Ljubljana, 1995, 80-81. - REPE, Božo: Sodobna zgodovina: 
zgodovina za 4. letnik gimnazij [Contemporary History, History for 4th grades of Gymnasiums], Modrijan, Ljubljana, 2000 (2nd 
edition), 69-70. - GABRIČ, Aleš; REŽEK, Mateja: Zgodovina, učbenik za 4. letnik gimnazije [History 4, Textbooks 4th grades of 
Gymnasium], DZS, Ljubljana, 2012, 54-55. -2011 (1st edition), http://vedez.dzs.si/datoteke/zgo4-sklop1.pdf 
28 WEBER, Tomaž; NOVAK Drago: Dvajseto stoletje v zgodovinskih virih, besedi in sliki - Evropa in svet med obema vojnama 
1918-1939,[ Twentieth Century in Historical Sources, Words and Images – Europe and World between the two World Wars 1918- 
1939], DZS, Ljubljana, 1996. 
29 GABRIČ, Aleš; RODE, Marjan; GALONJA, Tadeja; DOLENC, Ervin: Koraki v času 9. 20. stoletje. Učbenik za zgodovino v 
9. razredu osnovne šole [Steps in time 9. 20 century. History Textbook for 9th class of Primary School], DZS, Ljubljana 2013 
(1st edition), 23. 
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later, in the time of independent Slovenia, when the textbooks describe the topic more broadly and add detail 

Firstly, e.g., the varied composition of Popular Front does not mention the anarchists. Only from the 1970s 

on, the participation of Yugoslavs and especially Slovenes in the International Brigades on the Republican 

side is emphasized. Presentation of this details in textbooks are results of development of scientific results. 

Regards contemporary researches are the number of Spanish volunteers from Yugoslavia more than 1920, 

574 of these Slovenians.30 The expressions in the history textbooks have changed too, from their early 

alignment with the general political direction of the Yugoslav state. We can find in some textbooks even in 

the 1980s very interested presentation of revolution during the Spanish Civil War. The particularly notable 

element in the textbooks is the evaluation of participation of individual directions in the Popular Front, as 

well as criticism towards the role of the Communists and Soviet Union. However, even in the 1980s, the 

texts favour the revolution while, later on, they only show favour to democracy. Cultural personalities who 

supported the Republican side are presented in this manner too. Along with this, the military roles of 

Germany and Italy and the bombardment of Guernica are specifically pointed out. The history textbooks 

towards the end of the 20th century are more varied in form and use more colour, with an increasingly 

important part in their creation being on the side of teachers as co - authors or reviewers. Content, too, is 

better adjusted to the age of the pupils. Thereby, learning about democracy is the main purpose of telling 

stories of totalitarian regimes and various political directions before World War 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

30 LEŠNIK Avgust: »'Nuestros Españoles'. Donesek… »[Contribution…], 89.
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Figura 1. Page from the textbook with photo (1956) – Volunteers of the International Brigade fighting 

for the Republic 

 
Fuente: GESTRIN, Ferdo; HAINZ, Jože; MIKUŽ, Metod: Zgodovina za IV. razred nižjih gimnazij [History for 

4th class of lower Gimnasiums], MK, Ljubljana, 1956, 162. (All presented textbooks are from the library of 

Slovenian School Museum / Slovenski šolski muzej, Ljubljana, Slovenia; http://www.ssolski-  muzej.si/slo/). 
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Figura 2. Image of page from textbooks 

 

Fuente: Image of page from the textbooks (1997), KERN Ana Nuša, NEĆAK, Dušan, REPE, Božo: Naše stoletje: 

zgodovina za 8. razred osnovne šole [Our century: History for 8th class of Primary School], Modrijan, 

Ljubljana, 1997, 64. 
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Figura 3. Cover page of textbook 

 
Fuente: (2002) - DOLENC, Ervin; GABRIČ, Aleš ; RODE, Marjan: Koraki v času: 

20. stoletje: zgodovina za 8. razred [Steps in Time: 20 Century: History for 8th class], DZS, Ljubljana, 2002. 
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Figura 4. 20th Century in Historical Sources, Words and Images – Europe and World between the 

Two Wars 1918-1939: presentation of Spain with the part of Hemingway's novel For Whom the Bells 

Tolls 

 
Fuente: WEBER, Tomaž; NOVAK Drago: Dvajseto stoletje v zgodovinskih virih, besedi in sliki - Evropa in svet med 

obema vojnama 1918-1939, DZS, Ljubljana, 1996, 45. 


